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Reaching into Europe’s colonial past and pulling it into the 21st century, director Martin Lyngbo
has created a Hollywood epic on an empty stage to create a tragi-comedy of the Enlightenment.
In 1795 and 1805, Park led two action-packed expeditions to West Africa to chart the River
Niger and investigate tales of vast gold wealth. His epic journeys on foot took him through
present-day Gambia, Senegal and Mali. He was the first European to reach Timbuktu.
Constantly encountering the unknown, he was met with both kindness and barbarity, but it was
the barbarity he eventually met within himself which proved to be his undoing.
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